
 

CENTRE COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (CCMPO) 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, September 14, 2022 

9:30 a.m. 

Hybrid Meeting 

Minutes 

Voting Members 

David Lomison Centre County Office of Transportation (CCOT) 

Ron Seybert Ferguson Township 

Don Franson College Township 

George Harrigan Harris Township 

Alexandra Castrechini Patton Township 

Sam Robbins State College Borough 

Michele Merrow Moshannon Valley Planning Region 

Michele Barbin Mountaintop Planning Region 

Rick Dillon Nittany Valley Planning Region 

Joel Myers Penns Valley Planning Region 

Louwana Oliva Centre Area Transportation Authority 

Jim May Centre Regional Planning Commission (CRPC) 

Frank Hampton PennDOT Central Office 

Dean Ball PennDOT District 2-0 

Non-Voting Members 

Rob DeMayo Penn State University (PSU) 

Others Present 

Jim Saylor Centre Regional Planning Agency (CRPA) 

Anne Messner CRPA 

Greg Kausch CRPA 

Marcella Hoffman CRPA 

Mark Schultz PennDOT District 2-0 

Eric Murnyack PennDOT District 2-0 

Kevin James Michael Baker International 

Brad Stewart Michael Baker International 

Brian Funkhouser Michael Baker International 

David Gunsallus Larson Design Group 

Lori Cole Johnson, Mirmiran & Thompson, Inc. 

Michael Fuller Centre County Resident 

Carolyn Lembeck Centre County Resident 

Patrick McFarlane Centre County Resident 

Ben LaParne Centre County Resident 

Jeanine Page Centre County Resident 

Rich Deen Centre County Resident 

Anne Stevens Centre County Resident 

Bruce Rogers Centre County Resident 

 

1. Call to Order 

Mr. Seybert called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. and turned the floor over to Mrs. Hoffman, who 

conducted a roll call of Committee members to ensure they could hear and be heard.  

2. Approval of Minutes 

Motion was made by Mr. Harrigan and seconded by Ms. Barbin to approve the minutes of the 

June 8, 2022 Technical Committee meeting, as presented. The motion carried 12-0 (Mr. Ball and 

Ms. Merrow were not in attendance for this vote). 
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3. Public Comments 

There were no comments from the public.  

4. New Agenda Items 

No new agenda items were requested. 

5. Special Announcement 

Mr. Seybert welcomed Anne Messner, the Centre Regional Planning Agency’s new Senior Transportation 

Planner, to the CCMPO staff. Since 2019, Ms. Messner served as the Senior Transportation Planner for the 

Centre County Planning and Community Development Office (CCPCDO). At the CCPCDO, Anne was the 

primary staff person that administered the County’s transportation program. Anne focused specifically on 

managing transportation projects such as the Centre County Bridge Bundle and the Road MaP program. Anne 

worked closely with CCMPO staff at the CRPA to develop and implement the Centre County Unified 

Planning Work Program, the Transportation Improvement Program, and the Long Range Transportation Plan.  

Anne is certified with the American Institute of Certified Planners and brings a wealth of knowledge and 

experience to the CCMPO, with over 30 years’ experience in various planning roles throughout Pennsylvania 

and surrounding states. Anne began her duties this Monday, September 12! 

6. CCMPO Public Participation Plan (PPP) 

The Technical Committee received a presentation from Mr. Kausch regarding the CCMPO’s Public 

Participation Plan (PPP), which was adopted by the CCMPO Coordinating Committee in November 2015. 

The PPP is an important MPO document that guides the policies, goals, objectives, and techniques utilized by 

the CCMPO to interact with the public in carrying out its projects and programs. 

MPO staff has prepared an updated draft PPP that not only links to the CCMPO Title VI Program, adopted in 

June 2022, but also reflects changes in public participation processes, tools, and requirements to better reflect 

the current operating environment. A 45-day public comment period is required before the CCMPO 

Coordinating Committee can take action to approve the new PPP. A public meeting must also be held during 

this comment period.  

The updated PPP includes, among other components: 

• An updated list of MPO voting and non-voting members, including a current map of Centre County 

planning regions 

• Current Centre County demographic information 

• A revised and expanded list of interested parties 

• An updated list of outreach techniques, most notably including new provisions for online/hybrid meetings 

and social media postings 

• Targeted outreach strategies for disadvantaged populations 

• List of recent outreach activities 

• Information responding to previous public comments 

In response to a question from Ms. Barbin, Mr. Kausch clarified that the PPP lists Environmental Justice 

communities that were identified in the mapping included in the plan. He indicated that the Amish 

populations are not explicitly identified in the mapping; however, they may show up as part of the low to 

moderate income population demographic. Ms. Barbin communicated that the mapping should identify 

Amish populations, if possible, and expressed her concern that virtual meetings, emails, and other electronic 

communication channels may not be the best option for contacting this population; The best contact method 

may continue to be direct mail. 

With no other discussion, motion was made by Ms. Oliva and seconded by Mr. Harrigan to recommend that 

the Coordinating Committee authorize the public comment period for the updated CCMPO Public 

Participation Plan. The motion carried 14-0 (Mr. Ball and Ms. Merrow were in attendance for this vote). 
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7. State College Area Connector (SCAC) Project Update 

The Technical Committee received a report from Mr. Ball and Mr. James regarding the status of the State 

College Area Connector (SCAC) Project and the Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study. 

Mr. James provided a presentation that included information regarding the corridors that have been 

recommended to move forward from the draft PEL study. Mr. James provided a review of the recommended 

corridors – US 322-IOEX, US 322-1-S, and US 322-5, as well as a review of the impacts on resources for 

each alternative. Mr. James communicated that PennDOT has received concurrence to carry these three 

alternatives forward from the four participating agencies. Mr. James noted that each of the alternatives show a 

potential interchange, connecting to State Route 45 or US 322. The need for this interchange has not been 

confirmed; however, PennDOT and its consultant believe that it would be easier to include the areas for the 

interchange in the current PEL Study and remove it if it is not needed later in the process. 

Mr. Ball communicated that PennDOT will be holding public meetings in October to present the 

recommended corridors to the public for input. He went on to say that the meetings are tentatively scheduled 

for October 19 and 20 at the Mount Nittany Middle School in Boalsburg. In addition, PennDOT will post the 

draft PEL study to the website prior to the public meetings. 

In response to several questions from Mr. Seybert, Mr. James confirmed that the public comment period 

would be open through the November CCMPO meetings. Regarding the interchanges shown on the 

recommended alternatives and the factors that influence whether they are needed, Mr. James explained that 

the factors include whether the level of service is acceptable and what the needs of the public are. 

Patrick McFarlane provided comments on behalf of the Hidden Lake Home Owners Association regarding the 

recommended alternative US 322 -1-S. In summary, the HOA wants to ensure that safety issues with the 

connector are addressed. Mr. McFarlane noted that there are no improvements included on the Long Range 

Transportation Plan (LRTP) 2050 for the Route 45 corridor, and the HOA would like to see safety 

improvements done as part of this project. He stated that the data shows that there have been three fatalities 

on the Potter Township section of Route 45 and zero fatalities on the Harris Township side of Route 45. 

Mr. McFarlane stated that the Hidden Lake development is dependent on private wells and is concerned about 

potential impacts on these wells. He communicated that the HOA does not support the proposed interchange 

on alternative US 322-1-S and would like to see a connector road to the interchange using an existing road, 

such as Shearer Road. 

Mr. Ball responded that PennDOT will be following up with the Hidden Lake HOA in the near future. In 

addition, there is a chapter in the draft PEL study that provides information on independent projects that come 

out of the PEL study, and PennDOT will provide that information to and review the HOA’s individual 

concerns when they meet with them. 

Mr. Seybert reminded the Committee members that there will be more opportunities to provide public 

comments during the public comment period.  

8. Performance Based Planning and Programming – Greenhouse Gas Emissions Measure 

The Technical Committee received a presentation from Mr. Kausch regarding the Federal Highway 

Administration’s (FHWA) Notice of Proposed Rulemaking with regard to greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) 

targets for States and MPOs in the July 15, 2022 Federal Register. The notice proposes to “require state 

departments of transportation and metropolitan planning organizations to establish declining carbon dioxide 

targets and to establish a method for the measurement and reporting of greenhouse gas emissions associated 

with transportation under the highways title of the United States Code.” Staff attended several webinars that 

introduced the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, the proposed methodology for calculating GHG emissions, 

and the public comment period for the proposed rulemaking. Interested parties may submit comments online, 

via mail, or via hand delivery on or before October 13, 2022. 

MPO staff provided initial thoughts on the proposed rulemaking that included positive elements and potential 

drawbacks. Prior to the meeting, Mr. Lively provided comments on the proposed rulemaking: “Regulations of 

greenhouse gases always place a disproportionate burden on rural and poor communities. Communities that 

have to travel long distances and lack the financial wherewithal to purchase newer, more efficient vehicles. 
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The incentives provided almost invariably benefit upper middle-class citizens. Additionally, we have a lot of 

farm equipment with long life spans contributing to the emissions. While climate change certainly does affect 

us like it affects everyone, punishing people in an area that is a carbon sink due to forests and agriculture is a 

confused approach and will likely cause more harm than good.” 

Mr. May communicated that the way the targets and measures are set up would be onerous for Departments of 

Transportation to take on, and the MPO staff would not be able to complete this work with the current 

staffing. He stated that some of the measures that Mr. Kausch suggested seem to be more accurate measures 

and he felt that moving Mr. Kausch’s initial comments forward to the Coordinating Committee would be a 

good place to start for formal comments by the MPO.  

Ms. Barbin communicated that she agreed with the comments that Mr. Lively provided and that the 

calculations don’t account for the distance that rural residents have to drive to get to a job with sustainable 

wages. In addition, some of these rural residents may travel a distance for a job but the land that they own is 

forested, which is a carbon sink. She asked if these factors could be included in the calculations. Mr. Kausch 

stated that these factors were not discussed much during the webinars that staff attended, but that this 

comment could be included in the recommendations to the Coordinating Committee. 

There was consensus from the Technical Committee to forward the comments onto the Coordinating 

Committee for consideration of submitting formal comments.  

9. CCMPO Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) Subcommittee Report 

At the February 2022 meeting, the Coordinating Committee took action to form a subcommittee to discuss 

future discretionary funding programs as part of the new Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) legislation that 

was signed into law by President Biden in November 2021. The subcommittee meet five times over the 

summer and provided recommendations for the most effective means of pursuing funding opportunities. The 

following recommendations were presented to the Technical Committee: 

• MPO staff should continue to work with stakeholders to identify projects for increased formulary funding. 

• The MPO should consider the establishment of resources and expertise to undertake an annual project 

application process for projects at the state and federal level. 

• The Centre Region municipalities and Centre County should consider impacts of the recommendations 

for current and future budgets for the transportation planning program. 

• The MPO should consider the establishment of a projects subcommittee to recommend projects for 

application development. 

• The CCMPO and Centre County should undertake a flood risk assessment to develop projects for 

consideration under federal and state funding programs. 

Ms. Barbin communicated that a reason that rural municipalities can’t obtain adequate grant funding is 

because they don’t have staff resources to be able to pursue these opportunities. A county-wide effort such as 

this would address those issues.  

Mr. Hampton pointed out that funding discussions are not always easy because those who fund a larger 

portion of the program will be asked to provide even more funding for these initiatives. 

Ms. Oliva agreed with Ms. Barbin’s comment and stated that there is funding out there for transit projects, but 

CATA lacks adequate staff and resources to pursue these opportunities.  

Mr. Seybert noted that grant applications can take up a lot of staff resources, and sometimes it’s as simple as 

knowing ahead of time when the grant program will be announced so that the municipality can be ready with 

a project application.  

Mr. Harrigan communicated that the CCMPO wouldn’t be acting responsibility if it didn’t explore this 

opportunity due to the level of requirements necessary to submit successful grant applications. Instead of 

sharing the responsibility among current staff, a new staff member should be hired to complete this job 

function. 
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Motion was made by Mr. Hampton and seconded by Ms. Oliva to recommend that the Coordinating 

Committee consider approval of the BIL Subcommittee’s recommendations. The motion carried 12-0 

(Ms. Merrow and Mr. Franson were not in attendance for this vote). 

10. CCMPO Strategic Plan 

The Technical Committee received a presentation from Mr. Saylor and the consultant team regarding the 

introduction of the CCMPO Strategic Plan, a work task that was identified in the CCMPO’s adopted 2020-

2022 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP). The CCMPO staff was able to obtain consultant support for 

completion of the study from Michael Baker, Inc., through a statewide open-end planning contract. The 

CCMPO wishes to adapt and strengthen operations to ensure that routine activities are aligned with the future 

demands, priorities, and expectations of county residents; federal, state, county, and municipal entities; and 

private sector stakeholders.  

The consultant team provided a brief presentation that included information regarding the CCMPO’s history 

of formation, the voting member representation on both the Technical and Coordinating Committees, the 

function of the MPO, and the timeline of the Strategic Plan. The consultant team then provided actions and 

activities for each of the phases of the plan: 

• Phase 1: Discovery – Analyze the CCMPO’s current organizational model compared to other 

Pennsylvania MPOs and evaluating staffing and organizational structures in light of current and 

anticipated responsibilities, budget, and policy environment. 

• Phase 2: Meet and Retreat – Conduct a one-half to one full-day retreat to perform a SWOT Analysis, 

clarify roles of MPO staff members, and refine the MPO’s vision for meeting its commitments in the 

UPWP, the LRTP, and other required planning documents. 

• Phase 3: Document and Vet – The MPO will review and provide input on the draft plan and the 

consultant team and staff will develop the Strategic Plan Executive Summary. 

• Phase 4: Approve and Launch – The Strategic Plan will be finalized with identified milestones and 

benchmarks for MPO staff and Committees to use to manage activities and measure progress. During this 

phase, the Strategic Plan will be considered by the Technical and Coordinating Committee members for 

approval. After approval, the Strategic Plan will be launched to begin implementation. 

The next steps of the Strategic Plan include developing a SWOT analysis questionnaire for CCMPO 

Committee Members to complete that will address the MPO’s primary functions. In addition, a Focus Group 

meeting will be conducted in October to review the SWOT analysis results. The Committees will receive an 

update at its November meetings.  

11. CCMPO Draft Calendar Year (CY) 2023 Budget 

The Technical Committee received a presentation from Mr. Saylor regarding the CCMPO’s 2023 Calendar 

Year (CY) Budget for the Centre County Government, the six Centre Region municipal funding partners, and 

the Centre Region Council of Governments for consideration.  

Key items in the expenditure budget include: 

• Municipal contributions will increase by 21%, and the County’s contribution will increase by 22.6% in 

2023. 

• Personnel (salary and benefits) costs reflect succession in three of the MPO positions in 2022, plus a 

decrease in pension and medical costs. 

• Operating and capital expenses reflect an overall 7.9% increase in costs due to the projected cost of 

completing an Active Transportation Plan. 

Key items in the revenue budget include: 

• The increase in revenue reflects several vacancies at the CRPA and the CCPCDO. 

• The increase in revenue also reflects additional local matching funds for the Active Transportation Plan. 
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Mr. Saylor noted that the Active Transportation Plan special study revenue and expenditures will be divided 

across 2023 and 2024 budgets. In addition, these budget numbers are preliminary and changes to the budget 

are expected to come. Mr. Saylor will report on any significant changes at the Coordinating Committee 

meeting. 

12. Member Reports 

Prior to member reports, Mr. DeMayo shared his report via email. He reported that the Spin Bike Program at 

Penn State University and the State College Borough continues to be successful with 47,000 trips since 

August 1, 2022 for 42,000 miles traveled. In addition, RideShark is the University’s new Transportation 

Demand Management (TDM) platform provider, after Zimride ended their operations during the height of the 

pandemic. Lastly, the University’s Bicycle Master Plan engagement opportunities continue on campus, and 

more information can be found on the University’s transportation website. 

Mr. Seybert communicated that there are traffic pattern changes coming for the Route 26 and Route 45 

intersection project. The traffic will be rerouted onto the new road in the near future with potential one-lane 

closures while the contractors continue to work. 

Mr. Harrigan noted that the US 322 incident and detour setup he discussed at the previous meeting has been 

addressed with emergency services and Harris and Potter Townships. He also noted that the traffic light at 

Mary Elizabeth Street has been repaired and is operational. Lastly, a study for Boal Avenue is underway.  

13. Announcements 

The next Technical Committee meeting is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, November 9, 2022 at the 

Centre Region COG building via hybrid meeting technology.  

Since the June 28, 2022 Coordinating Committee meeting, CCMPO staff have provided letters of support for 

a number of projects and funding programs; specifically, Harris and Patton Townships and the State College 

Borough for the Automated Red Light Enforcement grant program and College and Patton Townships for the 

Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development’s Multimodal Transportation Fund.  

14. Adjournment 

There being no further business, the September 14, 2022 CCMPO Technical Committee meeting was 

adjourned at 11:54 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marcella Hoffman 

Recording Secretary 


