
 

CENTRE COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (CCMPO) 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

 

Wednesday, April 13, 2022 

9:30 a.m. 

Hybrid Meeting 

 

Minutes 

Voting Members 

Ray Stolinas Centre County Planning & Community Development Office (CCPCDO) 

David Lomison Centre County Office of Transportation (CCOT) 

Don Franson College Township 

Ron Seybert Ferguson Township 

George Harrigan Harris Township 

Alexandra Castrechini Patton Township 

Sam Robbins State College Borough 

Mark Lively Upper Bald Eagle Valley Planning Region 

Michele Merrow Moshannon Valley Planning Region 

Michele Barbin Mountaintop Planning Region 

Rick Dillon Nittany Valley Planning Region 

Joel Myers Penns Valley Planning Region 

Louwana Oliva Centre Area Transportation Authority (CATA) 

Jim May Centre Regional Planning Commission (CRPC) 

Frank Hampton PennDOT Central Office 

Dean Ball PennDOT District 2-0 

 

Non-Voting Members 

Matt Smoker Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 

 

Others Present 

Tom Zilla Centre Regional Planning Agency (CRPA) 

Jim Saylor CRPA 

Trish Meek CRPA 

Greg Kausch CRPA 

Pam Adams CRPA 

Marcella Hoffman CRPA 

Anne Messner CCPCDO 

Kevin James Michael Baker International 

 

1. Call to Order 

Mr. Seybert called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. and turned the floor over to Mrs. Hoffman, who 

conducted a roll call of Committee members to ensure they could hear and be heard. Mr. Zilla introduced 

Mr. Jim Saylor, the new Principal Transportation Planner that will take over for Mr. Zilla once he retires on 

April 29, 2022. 

2. Approval of Minutes 

Motion was made by Mr. Lomison and seconded by Mr. Lively to approve the minutes of the 

February 9, 2022 Technical Committee meeting, as presented. The motion carried 16-0. 

3. Public Comments 

There were no comments from the public.  
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4. New Agenda Items 

No new agenda items were requested. 

5. 2023-2026 Centre County Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

The Technical Committee received a presentation from MPO staff regarding the final draft 2023-2026 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). Mr. Zilla reviewed the federal and state base funding allocations 

and noted that with the passage of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL), the MPO is set to see an increase 

of 46% in base funding for the new TIP. Mr. Kausch stated that on the transit funding side, $82,363,033 will 

be allocated for transit related projects for the 2023-2026 TIP, and projects include operating assistance for 

the Centre Area Transportation Authority (CATA) and the Centre County Office of Transportation (CCOT), 

replacement vehicles for both agencies, and modest reoccurring line items for facilities and equipment. 

Mr. Zilla then spoke to the highway and bridge funding element, which includes $63,771,517 in base funding 

allocation for a total of $81,671,517 that includes the State College Area Connector Project, Road MaP, and 

High Friction Surface spike funding. Mr. Zilla communicated that with the base funding, a total of 33 projects 

are programmed for the new TIP. Mrs. Messner then reviewed the local bridge projects that will be funded 

using the Road MaP and retroactive reimbursement program line items. Lastly, Mr. Saylor reviewed the TIP 

Modification Procedures, which includes two levels of approval. An amendment to the TIP requires formal 

approval by the CCMPO Committees and could include adding a new project using federal funds and adding 

or deleting a project or project phase for a 100% state-funded “significant” project. The threshold for 

requiring an amendment is $1.5 million. An administrative modification is another TIP modification 

procedure but only requires concurrency by MPO staff.  

With no discussion, motion was made by Mr. Lively and seconded by Ms. Barbin to recommend that the 

Coordinating Committee authorize the MPO staff to advertise the final draft 2023-2026 TIP for the required 

public comment period. The motion carried 16-0. 

6. State College Area Connector (SCAC) Project Update 

The Technical Committee received a presentation from Mr. James regarding the April public meetings for the 

State College Area Connector (SCAC) Project. Mr. James gave a detailed overview of the public meetings 

held on April 5 and 6. A total of 801 attendees signed in and to date, PennDOT has received 136 comment 

cards. Key items of note from the comment cards include groundwater (specifically Cedar Run and Hidden 

Lake Estates), corridors bisecting farms, increasing traffic causing potential safety issues on Route 45, 

wildlife habitats, noise and air pollution, Tussey Mountain and associated recreational activities, and impacts 

on the Calvary Church property. Mr. James stated that PennDOT and its consultant updated environmental 

mapping and features on the GIS Webmap, which can be view on the SCAC website. Updates include input 

from municipalities, organizations, the public, and communities; additional housing developments and other 

community resources based on new available data; agricultural areas including Agriculture Security Areas, 

Clean and Green, and conservation easements; and information regarding streams and watercourses. 

Mr. James continued and stated that the aerial imagery that is shown on the SCAC GIS Webmap will be 

updated in the next few months and will be updated once every year until project completion. Mr. James then 

reviewed the traffic updates, which included a detailed review of the existing traffic origins and destinations 

using Streetlight data, which helped develop traffic models for the proposed alternative corridors to determine 

traffic volumes in the design year 2050. Mr. James continued and reviewed the build alternative updates for 

U.S. 322 and PA Route 144, which included an update to the engineering features as well as costs. Lastly, 

Mr. James reviewed the next steps for the Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study, including 

further refining the planning cost estimates for the build alternatives, refining the environmental tables, 

developing the draft PEL report to include the alternative analysis, and to document public feedback. 

Mr. James further explained that the PEL Report will include recommendations for two or three alternatives 

to move forward into the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) phase.  

In response to a question from Mr. Dillon, Mr. James explained that the PEL Study will move a transportation 

solution forward that meets the entirety of the purpose and need for the project so that only one alternative is 
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chosen from either the Route 144 or Route 322 corridor. He went on to explain that the team is currently 

analyzing whether or not there will need to be improvements for both corridors; however, the study is not 

looking to build two new corridors. 

Mr. Harrigan communicated that PennDOT and its consultants need to work on consistent messaging 

throughout the public meeting process. He explained that during the open house meetings, different 

information was provided to different residents, which can cause stress to the residents for whom this project 

affects. He suggested that the PennDOT team look at creating one presentation that is narrated with visuals 

and record it so that everyone hears the same thing and consistent messaging is utilized. Mr. Dean responded 

and stated that for the summer public meeting, PennDOT would like to have a big enough venue with an 

auditorium to accommodate everyone so that they can all hear the same information. With having over 800 

attendees and 40 staff people to answer questions in attendance, it is tough to have completely consistent 

messaging.  

Mr. Myers communicated that he attended the Farm Bureau meeting last week and there were a lot of 

comments regarding the agriculture aspect of the study area and the eventual alternative. He reported that 

there was a feeling at this meeting that agriculture was not being given as much weight as some of the other 

considerations to determine the alternative. Mr. Ball responded and explain that his staff has heard the same 

complaint from the agricultural community and decisions on which considerations will hold more weight will 

be made in cooperation with the involved agencies to determine how to move along a project with the least 

impact.  

Mr. Zilla communicated that as the PEL study wraps up, there will be discussion among MPO staff, MPO 

leadership, and PennDOT staff regarding the role of the MPO once the PEL study is completed.   

7. Centre Region Climate Action and Adaptation Plan (CAAP) 

The Technical Committee received a presentation from Pam Adams, Centre Regional Planning Agency 

Sustainability Planner regarding the newly adopted Centre Region Climate Action and Adaptation Plan. The 

CAAP was adopted by the Centre Region Council of Governments (COG) General Forum on 

November 22, 2021. The COG, in collaboration with its six member municipalities, developed the CAAP to 

identify pragmatic, fiscally responsible, and equitable actions that local government can implement to reach 

goals of reducing greenhouse gas emissions and adapting to a changing climate. 

Mrs. Adams explained that the CAAP is broken into six sectors, and the sector related to the CCMPO 

addresses Sustainable Transportation. Implementing sustainable transportation planning and practices that 

promote efficient use of public resources can have positive effects on the community’s welfare through 

improved air quality, more affordable mobility options, and increased active lifestyle habits. The CAAP also 

recognizes the substantial consequences that severe weather events and changes to the climate pose to local 

infrastructure, public health, economy, and lifestyles. Preparing for climate change and extreme weather 

events is critical to protecting the integrity of the transportation system and financial investments in that 

system. 

The Technical Committee members offered no comments or questions. Mrs. Adams will periodically update 

the CCMPO about activities associated with the CAAP relative to transportation infrastructure operations.  

8. Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 2050 Action Plan 

The Technical Committee received a brief presentation from Anne Messner, Centre County Planning and 

Community Development Office (CCPCDO) Senior Transportation Planner, regarding a dashboard that MPO 

staff developed to track progress on work tasks identified in the Long Range Transportation Plan’s (LRTP) 

2050 Action Plan. The dashboard is intended to show work that is anticipated to be completed prior to, or 

during the next update of the LRTP. Mrs. Messner reviewed the Stakeholder Action table, the Performance 

Measure Action table, the Social Justice Action table, and the Resiliency Action table. With no questions or 

comments, Mrs. Messner stated that she will review the dashboard periodically with the CCMPO to 

determine progress and modifications needed.  
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9. Member Reports 

Ms. Oliva reported that CATA’s draft service plan for fall of 2022 is out for public comment. She 

communicated that there will be an open house Thursday, April 14 from 4:30-6:30 PM at the Schlow Library. 

Mr. Seybert communicated that the Shingletown Road (State Route 26 and 46) intersection safety 

improvement project is underway and should be completed by the end of the year. Mr. Myers stated that 

PennDOT needs to be aware of the amount of traffic that comes through that intersection for Ag Progress 

Days. Mr. Zilla suggested that PennDOT reach out to the Ag Progress Days coordinators to let their vendors 

know about the width restrictions that will be in place.  

Mr. Harrigan reported that the traffic pole at Warner Boulevard and Mary Elizabeth Street that was knocked 

down in a minor accident last year is currently being manufactured and should be installed within a month to 

replace the temporary traffic signal set up. In addition, Harris Township will be submitting a request to 

PennDOT to discuss the potential of a mid-road crosswalk at the Military Museum near Boal Avenue. There 

is a crosswalk at Church Street; however, there is a lot of pedestrian traffic going across the street near the 

Military Museum. Lastly, Mr. Harrigan communicated that speed is still an issue on Route 45; however, the 

Township recognizes that radar for local police use will need to be allowed by law before the Township can 

take any additional action. 

Mr. Smoker communicated that there are a lot of new funding programs, both formula and grant programs, 

that will be coming out of the new Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL). He went on to say that he has been 

collecting information and working with PennDOT to help educate the MPOs and RPOs in Pennsylvania. He 

stated that there is a lot that the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) does know, but there is still a lot 

regarding factsheets and detailed guidance for the new funding programs that have not been finalized yet. 

Mr. Smoker stated that he will continue to share information with Mr. Saylor and the BIL Subcommittee as he 

receives it.  

10. Announcements 

Mr. Saylor communicated that the BIL Subcommittee was formed after the February CCMPO meetings at the 

direction of the Coordinating Committee. The group met on April 1 and began discussion about potential 

opportunities presented in the BIL. The group is tackling several big questions: Should the CCMPO pursue 

these opportunities, and if so, how? Will the CCMPO be working within its available staff options, or will 

there be a need to obtain a consultant to pursue these opportunities? The MPO staff is continuing to provide 

information to the BIL Subcommittee related to opportunities in Centre County in regard to the BIL. Staff is 

working to establishing a date later in the month for a second meeting.  

Mr. Saylor announced that unofficially, staff received notice that the request for supplemental planning funds 

for development of a Strategic Plan under the CCMPO’s new FY 2022-2024 Unified Planning Work Program 

(UPWP) was approved. Work on the Strategic Plan is expected to begin later in 2022 after the new UPWP 

takes effect. More information will be provided by staff at a future meeting. 

The next Technical Committee meeting is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, June 8, 2022 at the Centre 

Region COG building via hybrid meeting technology.  

11. Adjournment 

There being no further business, the April 13, 2022 CCMPO Technical Committee meeting was adjourned at 

11:15 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marcella Hoffman 

Recording Secretary 


