CENTRE COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (CCMPO)
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

Wednesday, February 9, 2022
9:30 a.m.
Hybrid Meeting

Minutes
Voting Members
Ray Stolinas Centre County Planning & Community Development Office (CCPCDO)
David Lomison Centre County Office of Transportation (CCOT)

Don Franson

Ron Seybert

George Harrigan
Alexandra Castrechini

College Township
Ferguson Township
Harris Township
Patton Township

Sam Robbins State College Borough

Mark Lively Upper Bald Eagle Valley Planning Region
Jacqueline Williams Moshannon Valley Planning Region
Michele Barbin Mountaintop Planning Region

Joel Myers Penns Valley Planning Region

Louwana Oliva Centre Area Transportation Authority (CATA)
Jim May Centre Regional Planning Commission (CRPC)
Frank Hampton PennDOT Central Office

Dean Ball PennDOT District 2-0

Non-Voting Members

Rick Ward The Pennsylvania State University (PSU)
Matt Smoker Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
Chelsea Beytas Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
Others Present

Tom Zilla Centre Regional Planning Agency (CRPA)
Trish Meek CRPA

Greg Kausch CRPA

Pam Adams CRPA

Marcella Hoffman CRPA

Anne Messner CCPCDO

Eric Murnyack PennDOT District 2-0

Samara Norman Resident

Dave Gunsallus Larson Design Group

Pete Schempf Resident

1. Call to Order

Mr. Seybert called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. and turned the floor over to Ms. Meek, who conducted a
roll call of Committee members to ensure they could hear and be heard.

2. Election of Officers

Mr. Zilla opened the floor for nominations for the Technical Committee Chair
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Motion was made by Mr. May, seconded by Mr. Lively to nominate Mr. Seybert for the 2022 Technical
Committee Chair. No other nominations were made. The motion carried 15-0 (Mr. Piper, Mr. Gribble, and
Mr. Dillon were not in attendance).

Mr. Seybert opened the floor for nominations for the Technical Committee Vice-Chair.

Motion was made by Ms. Barbin and seconded by Mr. May to nominate Mr. Lively for the 2022 Technical
Committee Vice Chair. No other nominations were made. The motion carried 15-0.

3. Approval of Minutes

Motion was made by Ms. Oliva and seconded by Mr. Lively to approve the minutes of the
November 10, 2021 Technical Committee meeting, as presented. The motion carried 15-0.

4. Public Comments
There were no comments from the public.
5. New Agenda Items
No new agenda items were requested.
6. Performance Based Planning and Programming

a. Annual Update of MP1 annual Safety Performance Measure Targets
The Technical Committee received a presentation from Ms. Anne Messer, Centre County Planning and
Community Development Office Senior Transportation Planner, regarding PennDOT’s 2022 PM1 Safety
Performance Measure Targets. In 2017, PennDOT developed initial performance targets for the federal
Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) performance measures. PennDOT is required to update
the targets annually. The CCMPO has supported PennDOT’s initial targets since 2018 because the MPO
does not have the staff resources and technical capacity to establish and monitor its own quantifiable
targets. Ms. Messner reviewed the 2022 targets.

With no discussion, motion was made by Mr. Lively and seconded by Ms. Barbin to recommend that the
Coordinating Committee select the option to plan and program projects that contribute toward the
accomplishment of the established PennDOT targets. The motion carried 15-0.

b. Annual Report about CATA Safety Performance Measures
The Technical Committee received a report from Mr. Kausch regarding CATA’s annual Public
Transportation Agency Safety Plan (PTASP) and performance targets. Mr. Kausch noted that
performance measures are required by the Federal Transportation Authority (FTA) to support safety and
reliability of service, while moderating purchases and maintenance costs. He went on to say that CATA
maintains its own PTASP, and the Centre County Office of Transportation (CCOT) is exempt from these
requirements since they do not receive federal formula funds. The PTASP covers two categories and
several sub-categories:

e Safety events, which include fatalities, injuries, and other major safety events.
o System reliability, which includes the average distance in miles between major mechanical failures by
mode: fixed route, contracted, and vanpool services.

Mr. Kausch stated that the previous year’s targets for safety events were zero for fatalities, injuries, and
other major safety events, and CATA had no fatalities, injuries, or other major safety events in 2021. The
targets for 2022 remain the same as the 2021 targets. Mr. Kausch then reviewed the actual performance
for system reliability, and then presented the targets for 2022 based on improved data sourcing, tracking,
and methodology: fixed route: 15,952 miles; contracted service: 59,359 miles; and vanpool: 301,965
miles. In response to a question from Ms. Barbin, Mr. Kausch clarified that the numbers he provided are
given as an average per fleet, broken out by service mode.
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7.

CCMPO Title VI Program Updates

The Technical Committee received a presentation from Mr. Kausch regarding the CCMPO’s Title VI
Program, which is required for all entities receiving federal assistance to provide equal access to programs
and projects. Mr. Kausch gave a brief overview of the history of the program as well as a summary of the
changes being proposed. Mr. Kausch stated that in September 2019, the CCMPO staff met with PennDOT to
conduct a compliance review of the Title VI Program, which generated a number of edits and enhancements
to the program. PennDOT suggested that the program better adhere to FTA Circular 4702.1B, as provided by
recent federal and state guidance. It was also suggested that staff compiled all of the required elements of the
program into one singular cohesive document. In the review, suggestions were made as to time-based
requirements for the Title VI Program, as well as the Public Participation Plan (PPP). A more detailed
presentation and information can be found on the CCMPQO’s website at: www.ccmpo.net.

In response to a question from Mr. Hampton, Mr. Kausch explained that the CATA Board of Directors
reviewed and adopted its most recent Title VI Program update in the fall of 2021. In addition, CATA staff
received concurrence from the FTA within the past month, so CATA’s Title VI Program is current.

Mr. Kausch went on to say that he can share CATA’s Title VI Program documents with the CCMPO
Committees. Staff will make necessary changes and bring this item back at the April meeting for final review
and adoption.

New Federal Transportation Funding Allocation

The Technical Committee received a presentation from CCMPO, FHWA, and FTA staff regarding the
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL). The new legislation is a five-year bill that provides a substantial increase
in authorized federal funding from the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act. The BIL
includes 5 federal fiscal years from 2022 through 2026. In this new legislation, the key priorities for the
highway and bridge program includes safety, bridges, climate change, resilience, and project delivery. At the
national level, the new legislation authorizes $350 billion in funding and offers more than a dozen new
programs, which includes more opportunities for local governments. On the transit side, the key priorities in
the BIL include safety, modernization, climate, and equity. The BIL authorizes up to $108 billion, which is
$45 billion more than the FAST Act authorized. The core transit program funding jumps from $13 billion to
$21 billion and includes an increase in funding for competitive programs.

In Pennsylvania highway and bridge funding, the BIL reauthorizes $8.9 billion and adds $3.9 billion in new
funding, including $2.3 billion in core formula funding programs and $1.6 billion in Bridge Improvement
Program funds. Information for transit funds at the state level will come at a later date. The entire presentation
can be found on the CCMPO website: www.ccmpo.net.

2021-2024 Centre County Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)

The Technical Committee received a brief presentation from MPO staff regarding the 2021-2024 Centre
County TIP, which was adopted by the CCMPO in June 2020. Because additional funding from the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law (BIL) includes funding for federal fiscal year 2022, there is additional funding available
for the current TIP. The BIL adds a total of $11.75 million in funding to the 2021-2024 TIP, and several
unfunded and underfunded projects are set to be advanced for preliminary engineering or construction:

Route 53 Centre Street Resurfacing

Main Street (Coburn) Bridge Rehabilitation (preliminary engineering and construction)
Atherton Street Westbound Bridge over 1-99

Atherton Street Section 153

Route 4005 Snow Shoe Interchange Bridge

Route 3014 Bridge Epoxy Surface Treatment

2024 Bridge Preservation line item

Bridge Investment Program reserve line item.


http://www.ccmpo.net/
http://www.ccmpo.net/
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10.

11.

With no discussion, motion was made by Mr. Hampton and seconded by Mr. Lomison to recommend that the
Coordinating Committee approved the revisions to the 2021-2024 Transportation Improvement Program. The
motion carried 15-0.

2023-2026 Centre County Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)

The Technical Committee received an update to the preliminary draft 2023-2026 TIP as it relates to the
passage of the new Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL). In December 2021, PennDOT received draft
estimates of additional federal funding being allocated to the highway element of the TIP; however, no
information has been provided at this time about additional funding for the transit element. The original base
allocation for the 2023-2026 TIP was about $42.2 million, and with the additional funding from the BIL,
Centre County will see a 46% increase in funding, totaling almost $63 million in highway and bridge funding.
The following projects will be able to advance in the next TIP:

Route 53 Resurfacing, construction

Route 144 Runville Road Drainage Improvements - preliminary engineering and construction
SR 3006 Mill Race Bridge - preliminary engineering

SR 3014 Atherton Street Drainage and Repaving Section 154 - preliminary engineering

SR 4004 Chestnut Grove Road Bridge - utility and right-of-way

SR 4005 Beech Creek Road (Snow Shoe Interchange) - utility, right-of-way, and construction
Route 322 Mount Nittany Expressway Bridge - construction

SR 1009 Park Road Bridge - preliminary engineering, final design, utility, and right-of-way

In addition, several local bridge projects will be advanced, such as Hoy Road in Walker Township, Lower
Georges Valley Road in Potter Township, Mary Elizabeth Street in Harris Township, and projects to be
determined in the retroactive reimbursement program line item.

In response to a question from Mr. Harrigan, Mr. Zilla clarified that the additional funding presented in this
agenda item is part of the core formula funding that will be provided to Centre County. He went on to say that
in item 8, the additional funding presented was both core formula funding and discretionary program funding.
Centre County would have to apply to the discretionary or competitive programs to secure the discretionary
funding that was presented in item 8. Mr. Smoker added that there are a few federal formula programs that
have been created but are not yet public because they are in limbo in relation to needing a federal
appropriations bill that is tied to monies from the General Fund and not the highway trust fund.

A final draft TIP will be prepared for public review during a required 30-day comment period and public
meeting, which is tentatively scheduled for April or May. The CCMPO is expected to adopt the new TIP in
June.

State College Area Connector (SCAC) Project

The Technical Committee received a detailed presentation from the State College Area Connector (SCAC)
project team regarding the most recent updates to the Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) study and
the next steps in the process. The consultant provided updates to the following items related to the project:

e September public meeting overview

Goal of the PEL study

Environmental updates

Traffic updates

Build alternative updates

Next steps in the PEL process.

The project consultant announced that the next public meetings will be held on April 5, 2022 at the Calvary
Church/Harvest Fields from 3:00-8:00 p.m. and April 6, 2022 at the Centre Hall Fire Hall from 3:00-8:00
p.m. The public meeting will be in person and will present updated environmental data and traffic analysis, as
well as refined build alternatives.



CCMPO Technical Committee Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, February 9, 2022
Page 5

12.

13.

14.

Member Reports

Mr. Franson reported that College Township is hosting an open house public meeting for the Pike Street
access project on Thursday, February 10, 2022. He went on to say that construction for this project will start
in April and will continue until September. He added that similar to last year, Pike Street will be one way for
the duration of the construction season.

Mr. Seybert communicated that the Shingletown Road (State Route 26 and 46) intersection safety
improvement project will begin in the next few weeks and will hopefully be completed by the end of the
current construction season.

Announcements

The next Technical Committee meeting is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, April 13, 2022 at the
Centre Region COG building via hybrid meeting technology.

Adjournment

There being no further business, the February 9, 2022 CCMPO Technical Committee meeting was adjourned
at 11:32 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Marcella Hoffman
Recording Secretary



