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Stakeholder Summary 
During stakeholder interviews, stakeholders were asked a series of questions about their 
general knowledge of EVs and charging infrastructure, what benefits or challenges do they 
think are related to the adoption of EVs and new chargers, and how they see their 
organization playing a role in EVs and charging infrastructure in the future. These interviews 
mostly followed conversational patterns to engage stakeholders further and their 
responses and other notes are summarized below.  

Key Insights 

• Electric vehicle owners are the ones in the community who know more about these 
vehicles than most stakeholders interviewed, who generally have very little 
knowledge of them. 

• Most individuals say that having more EV chargers would help EV drivers who are 
concerned about the range of their EVs and encourage more people to purchase EVs 
because they will be able to travel further distances. The number of rural towns in 
Centre County discourages the community from investing in EVs and charging 
infrastructure due to the sheer distances folks need to drive to get anywhere. There 
are not enough charging stations the further you get from the metropolitan area of 
State College to assure drivers that they can cover the distances. 

• Almost all the stakeholders interviewed believed there would be major benefits to 
the economy due to people stopping in State College, Philipsburg, and Bellefonte as 
they make their way through the area via route 322, 99, and I-80. Having chargers in 
these towns would attract travelers to stop and stay while their EV is charging. 

• A challenge faced by many smaller businesses and entities is finding the funding to 
implement chargers. The initial cost is too high for many, and state funding has 
passed over several small businesses to implement charging at larger businesses 
like Sheetz and Weis. 

 

Demographics of Stakeholders Interviewed 

Thirty four (34) stakeholders have been interviewed, and we will continue to hold interviews 
leading up to the three workshops planned for April and May.  
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• Small Independent Businesses – 4 
• Realtor Group – 5 
• Schools (K-12 & Vocational) – 4 
• Airports – 2 

 

• Government Entities – 9 
• Parks - 1 
• Dealership – 1 
• Other - 8  

 
o List of those organizations included in the “other” category is the Centre 

County Libraries, Central Intermediate Unit, Happy Valley Adventure Bureau, 
College Township Industrial Development Authority, Moshannon Valley 
Economic Development Partnership, Centre Region Code, Philipsburg 
Revitalization Corporation, and the PSU Center for the Business of 
Sustainability 
 

General Awareness and Education   

Most people in the community have a very limited knowledge of Electric Vehicles. The only 
people who know more than the average person were those who own an electric vehicle. 
Additionally, the school districts that we spoke to, Penns Valley, State College Area, and 
Bald Eagle had all done research on the matter since there is so much state funding for 
electrification of buses and other school fleet vehicles. The more rural the business or 
organization was that we spoke too, the less they knew about electric vehicles. One person 
from Philipsburg said he rarely sees electric vehicles driving around. This could be because 
of a true lack of electric vehicles or a lack of awareness of the different EVs on the market 
beyond the most popular Tesla models.  

Almost everyone that was spoken to was interested in learning more about EVs through our 
listening workshops or the little insight that was added in our interviews. Many people see 
that EVs are the future, and that we are in a transition and that they should probably figure 
out how to get in on it.  

Information on charging speeds and accessibility to charging is lacking for most people. 
Several people didn’t know how quickly or how much it cost to charge on a supercharger or 
even a level 2 charger.  

 
Benefits of Implementing More Chargers 

Most people saw the benefit to having more EV chargers simply to assuage range anxiety 
for EV drivers and to allow more people to buy an EV knowing they will be able to get 
around.  
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Small business owners felt having an EV charger at their business would attract more 
customers and bring in income from charging.  

Government entities and many organizations in the “other” category see benefits to the 
economy due to people stopping in State college, Philipsburg, and Bellefonte as they make 
their way through the area via route 322, 99, and I-80. Having chargers in these towns 
would attract travelers to stop and stay while their EV is charging.  

Challenges of Implementing More Chargers 

• School districts in Centre County don’t feel that BEBs would be appropriate for their 
school either because their fleet isn’t old enough to make the transitions, the safety 
of fires from battery fires is a concern, or the range of BEBs is not enough for athletic 
trips and field trips that are already long for the students.  

• Finding the funding to implement chargers for many organizations but primarily 
small businesses. State funding has passed over small businesses to implement 
charging at larger businesses like Sheetz and Weis.   

• Grid capacity and electric infrastructure are a big concern as we grow the charging 
station network. Concerns about the ease of getting the electrical infrastructure in 
existing parking lots since there are so many older developments that don’t already 
have the capability to host a charging station.  

• Lack of education about who would be paying for electricity was another topic 
noticed during interviews. Many small businesses assumed they would be the ones 
who would have to pay the initial investment and the electricity used by the public 
when they charged their EVs. One small business was worried about the ROI of 
implementing chargers due to a misunderstanding of who would be paying for the 
electricity and not enough travelers to make it worth it.  

• The number of rural towns in Centre County discourages the community from 
investing in EVs and charging infrastructure due to the sheer distances folks need to 
drive to get anywhere. There are not enough charging stations the further you get 
from the metropolitan area of State College to assure drivers that they can cover the 
distances.  

• There is not enough precedent for municipality codes and zoning that require EV 
charging implementation in new developments. At a bare minimum, having required 
electric infrastructure in the code so that charging can be there in the future would 
benefit the community greatly. When it is not required, it is not implemented.  
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• Identifying what locations would be best for charging stations and determining if the 
traffic is transient (large events – football games) or consistent. 

• One realty company said the legal process of leasing parking spots for charging 
stations is a big hurdle for many realty groups since it is so new and there is not 
enough precedent for it.  

 
Gaps in the Community where Chargers are Needed   

Philipsburg was identified as an ‘urban center’ that lacked chargers. Route 322 goes 
through Philipsburg from State College to I-80 and its downtown is revitalizing with the help 
of the the Philipsburg Revitalization Corporation. Additionally, I-80 currently has a large gap 
in charging but a NEVI funded projected at the Travel America Station in Milesburg is 
planned.  

After one interview with someone who owns their own personal EV, they said that for 
residents of Centre County it is “pretty well covered” with chargers but not enough for 
travelers coming through. There is a lack of diversity in charging systems in the county 
beyond Tesla. 

  
Interest Stakeholders have in Playing a Role in the Future of EV 
Infrastructure 

Some of the small businesses we spoke with would be interested in hosting public charging 
if there was funding. Other businesses and government organizations were interested in 
promoting the work we do and advertising charging to make it more attractive for travelers 
to stop in surrounding towns to charge.  

Some of the Realty groups were happy to lease spaces for charging and work with third 
party charging companies to help get charging stations in various strip malls/plazas in the 
area. 

One company was interested in a workplace charging system but only if the electricity 
came from solar so that their employees wouldn’t have to pay for it and the initial cost was 
covered by government funding. 

The vocational school that we interviewed said that the automative and solar class could 
slowly progress to including a course on electric vehicles since they almost already 
overlap. This would help with skilling the workforce that would be required to implement 
the chargers necessary to serve this community.  
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Government organizations and development authorities felt they could help to create 
model ordinances and improve the zoning languages to help support EV charging 
implementation. 

General Comments 

PennDOT should provide more signage for EVs and CNG/RNG along the highways for free.  

Based on two responses to a survey sent to the realtors in the Centre County Association of 
Realtors, clients do not care about or need EV charging. Therefore, the realtors do not use 
access to EV charging as a selling point for their clients.  

There is a lack of Park and Rides in the Centre County area and having one for EVs 
specifically for game days would alleviate game day traffic and allow EV drivers the ability 
to charge during the games.  
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