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1. Call to Order
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Michael Baker International
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Mr. Bernier called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

2. Approval of Minutes

Motion was made by Mr. Burnett and seconded by Mr. Decker to approve the minutes of the
February 27, 2024 Coordinating Committee meeting, as presented. The motion carried 13-0 (Commissioner
Higgins, Mr. Abrams, Mr. Rusnak, and Mr. Johnson were not in attendance).

3. Public Comments

There were no comments from the public.

4. New Agenda Items
No new agenda items were requested.
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5. Special Announcement

The CCMPO welcomes Marcella Hoffman as the Centre Regional Planning Agency’s new Senior
Planner/Transportation Grants Specialist. Mr. Tylka communicated that staff is excited to see Mrs. Hoffman
fill this role and explained that the creation of this position came from the recommendations of the CCMPO
Strategic Plan that was adopted in June 2023.

6. State College Area Connector (SCAC) Project Update

The Coordinating Committee received a report from Mr. James, PennDOT’s project consultant, regarding the
status of the State College Area Connector (SCAC) project Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL)
Study. Mr. James reported that the PEL Study was completed last August and PennDOT has been working
with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to publish the Notice of Intent to prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement, which is anticipated to be published in May. Once it has been published, it
will be posted for public comment and review, which will then move the project into the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) phase. PennDOT and its consultant are continuing to refine the three
alternatives that were recommended by the PEL Study. Public involvement meetings will be held in June
where the alternatives that were developed during the PEL Study will be presented as refined alignments,
along with the anticipated impacts of each alignment. Mr. James reported that PennDOT’s design team is
working on coordinating with remaining property owners in the study area to gather the last pieces of
information and updates to the resources in the area.

7. ARC Local Access Road Program

The Coordinating Committee received a presentation from Ms. Betsy Lockwood, SEDA-COG’s Project
Development/Grants Director regarding the Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) Local Access Road
(LAR) Program. Ms. Lockwood communicated that the ARC code allows funding for the construction of
local access roads as part of the completion of the Appalachian Development Highway System (ADHS).
These roads may serve industrial and commercial areas, residential developments, recreational areas, and
educational areas, and serve to connect these areas to the ADHS and other key parts of the regional
transportation network. The LAR program facilitates economic development and leverages local resources by
providing construction funding for access roads and associated improvements. Ms. Lockwood explained that
LAR funds are available for all project phases, and the application cycle is a rolling one. She encouraged the
members to reach out to her with additional questions or to submit an eligible project for funding.

There was a discussion between Committee members and staff regarding potential candidates or examples of
projects that would fit the criteria of the LAR program: the Benner Pike corridor congestion issue in Benner
Township and Bishop Street/Zion Road in Bellefonte Borough in relation to the new elementary school
project and the Bellefonte Armory project. Mr. Saylor encouraged Committee members to contact

Ms. Lockwood early in the process to assist with refining the project concept and scope to submit to the ARC
for review before formal invitation to submit an application.

8. 2023-2026 Centre County Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Revisions

The 2023-2026 Centre County Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) includes a line item with
$731,527 in funding from the Carbon Reduction Program (CRP) unallocated to any particular project. Based
on discussions of eligible projects and regional priorities held with the CCMPO committees in recent
meetings, CCMPO staff and PennDOT personnel propose allocating $450,000 from these funds to add a
project to reduce congestion at the intersections of SR 3014 (Atherton Street) with SR 3018 (University
Drive) and SR 3011 (East Branch Road). The funds will advance a preliminary engineering phase to
investigate existing conditions and identify improvements to reduce congestion and improve operating
conditions and safety for vulnerable road users.
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Several clarifying questions from members were answered by MPO staff. Motion was made by Mr. Hampton
and seconded by Mr. Reese to approve the revisions to the 2023-2026 Centre County Transportation
Improvement Program, as noted. The motion carried 14-0 (Commissioner Higgins was in attendance).

2025-2028 Centre County Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)

The Coordinating Committee received a presentation from MPO staff regarding the draft 2025-2028 Centre
County Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). Mr. Saylor reviewed the background of what the TIP
entails as well as the TIP development milestones. He also reviewed the breakdown of TIP funds by federal
and state. Mr. Kausch then reviewed the transit element of the TIP, which includes $106,612,186 from
federal, state, and local funds. Mr. Saylor reviewed the highway and bridge element of the TIP, which
includes 30 bridge projects,10 capital projects, 3 safety projects, and 4 other major highway projects. The
2025-2028 TIP base funding includes $70,906,473, as well as $79,000,000 in spike funding, bringing the total
of the highway and bridge element to $154,046,460. Mr. Saylor concluded his presentation by reviewing the
TIP modification procedures.

With no questions or comments, motion was made by Mr. Burnett and seconded by Commissioner Higgins to
authorize the advertisement of the 2025-2028 Centre County Transportation Improvement Program for a
30-day public comment period. The motion carried 14-0.

CCMPO Strategic Plan — Projects Committee

The Coordinating Committee received a report from Mrs. Hoffman regarding the Projects Committee, an
initiative that was developed from the CCMPO Strategic Plan, adopted in June 2023. Mrs. Hoffman explained
that during the June 2023 meeting, the Coordinating Committee also formed the Strategic Plan
Implementation Subcommittee to assist staff in the development of an implementation plan. Some of the
actions recommended in the implementation plan required revisions to the bylaws, one of which included
changes to provide for the formation of a Projects Committee. On November 28, 2023, the Coordinating
Committee approved the bylaws revisions that set out a structure and accompanying bylaws for the future
creation of the Projects Committee. Mrs. Hoffman explained that the Projects Committee will be comprised
of five voting representatives to be appointed by: Centre County Government, PennDOT District 2-0, Centre
Area Transportation Authority (CATA), the Centre Region municipalities as appointed by the Centre
Regional Planning Commission, and the other planning regions included in the Coordinating Committee as
appointed by the Centre County Planning and Community Development Office (CCPCDO).

Mrs. Hoffman went on to state that the Projects Committee may devise and maintain project selection
processes, collect information regarding transportation funding opportunities, and review transportation-
related studies and plans to determine regional priorities for the MPO. The Projects Committee may also
consider candidates for programs and opportunities such as the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP), the
Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside program, discretionary funding programs included in the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law, and discretionary funding programs at the state level.

Mrs. Hoffman then spoke to the Notice of Funding Opportunities (NOFO) that are scheduled to be released
over the next three years. Mrs. Hoffman communicated that the Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A)
program is an opportunity that CCMPO staff believes can be pursued this year, noting that the May 16
application deadline will most likely fall before the first Projects Committee meeting, if approved. However,
the SS4A program has three application deadlines, the last of which is August 29, 2024. Staff would like to
move forward with submitting an SS4A application by May 16, knowing there will be another opportunity to
submit an application this year if it is not funded during the current round. The Planning and Demonstration
application would enhance and expand the Centre County Active Transportation Plan, currently underway.
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12.

Members had a few clarifying questions regarding the timing of the formation of the Projects Committee and
the timeline of when staff plans to submit a grant application for the SS4A program, which Mrs. Hoffman
answered. There were also questions related to the Projects Committee membership, which were answered by
Mr. Saylor.

Motion was made by Commissioner Concepcion, seconded by Mr. Decker to approve the formation of the
CCMPO Projects Committee and direct staff to request appointments from the five voting representatives.
The motion carried 13-0 (Commissioner Higgins was not in attendance).

Active Transportation Plan

The Coordinating Committee received a presentation from MPO staff and Michael Baker consultants
regarding the Centre County Active Transportation Plan (ATP) scope and what has been completed to date.

Mr. Brian Funkhouser of Michael Baker International provided a brief overview of the work that has been
done and the work in progress for the ATP. He communicated that the team has been reviewing several area
plans within the County to compile objectives, roles, and even projects to use a reference or an example to
include in the ATP. Mr. Funkhouser stated that the Michael Baker team has worked on a crash data analysis,
pedestrian levels of stress analysis, and are continuing to work on the gap analysis as well as the
environmental justice analysis. Mr. Funkhouser added that Mr. Arnold, the CRPA GIS Specialist, completed
the bicycle level of stress analysis as well. Mr. Funkhouser reviewed the stakeholder engagement schedule
that provides a list of outreach sessions that staff and the consultants are holding through the months of
February, March, and April. He then went on to show the preliminary crash data analysis that was compiled
per planning region for pedestrians, bicyclists, horse and buggies, and ATVs between the years 2018 and
2022. Furthermore, 500 informational postcards were mailed to random households in the County who have
low or no broadband or internet service. Staff also reached out to the Amish bishops to share the public
engagement efforts and provided each of them with a paper copy of the survey. Lastly, Mr. Funkhouser
referred the Committee to the ATP Public Engagement website, which consists of the public survey and
interactive map. As of April 23, there were 206 public survey responses and 153 points on the interactive
map. These responses will help guide analysis and further steps of the plan.

Mr. Funkhouser communicated that the Centre Region is a silver-level Bicycle Friendly Community, which is
an effort that began back in 2016, and is up for renewal this June. In addition, the Centre Region Council of
Governments (COG) is a silver-level Bicycle Friendly Business and is also up for renewal in June. Staff will
be working on these applications as part of the ATP efforts. Mr. Funkhouser went on to state that staff and the
consultant have been working on a Vision Zero policy in tandem with the ATP, which is a strategy to
eliminate all traffic fatalities and serious injuries while increasing safe, healthy, and equitable mobility for all.
Staff will continue to work on this for future discussions of the ATP Steering Committee and the MPO Safety
Subcommittee meetings. Mr. Funkhouser concluded his presentation with next steps in the process and stated
that the Coordinating Committee will see this agenda item again in the future.

The Coordinating Committee members offered no comments but asked a clarifying question, which
Mr. Funkhouser answered.
Local Construction Projects Update

The Coordinating Committee received a presentation from MPO staff regarding several local construction
projects that will begin or finish during this construction season. Mr. Saylor provided the following
information to Committee members:
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e Downtown State College
o Utility and paving work will be completed for Atherton Street Phase I11.
o Calder Way work continues and the phase from Atherton Street to Fraser Street may start in late
summer.
o Signal improvements along Atherton Street, Beaver Avenue, and College Avenue will be completed
this summer.

e Blue Course Drive
o Ferguson Township will be completing a microsurfacing project.
o There will be work at the entrance to the new Rutter’s store on Blue Course Drive and West College
Avenue.
o A new signal will be installed on Science Park Road and Sandy Drive North.

e University Drive
o A bridge preservation project and concrete work will take place on the bridge over College Avenue.
o Asignal improvements project at the ramp intersection with College Avenue. will take place.
o Acold mill and resurface project will take place along Porter Road.

o Pike Street and College Avenue
o Pipe and guiderail replacement project, along with resurfacing from Dale Street to College Avenue.
o Preconstruction phases for the College Avenue bridge over SR 26 will take place as well.

e PennDOT maintenance projects
o Seal coat/resurfacing on SR 45 and 26 from Pine Grove Mills to just before Whitehall Road.

The Coordinating Committee offered no comments or questions.

Member Reports

Mr. Decker communicated that Potter Township will be celebrating 250 years of incorporation on June 8 at
the Grange Fairgrounds. He encouraged members to attend the celebration.

Mr. Herndon reported that State College Borough’s Next Gen Plan was presented to Borough Council and
should be finalized soon to help inform new safety and mobility projects.

Mr. Thompson communicated that Ferguson Township will be microsurfacing Blue Course Drive, and it was
approved to be completed during nighttime hours to minimize disruption to motorists during the day.

Mr. Harden stated that the bridge in Harris Township near the Military Museum is about five years from a
complete replacement and explained that he wanted to get it onto MPO staff and PennDOT’s radar so it can
be included in the LRTP and the TIP.

Commissioner Concepcion communicated that Centre County has an Affordable Housing Task force that
meets every two weeks, and the County has a little over $2 million in funding to use towards an affordable
housing project, which the Task Force will select and approve a project for funding in the next few months.
The Task Force is reviewing projects that are already being considered due to the short timeline in which to
obligate the funds.

Mr. Bernier announced that College Township was awarded $1.5 million from PennDOT’s Transportation
Alternatives Set-Aside (TASA) funding program, along with $500,000 from the Department of Community
and Economic Development (DCED) Multimodal Funds program to support a project to construct a shared
use path along East College Avenue from Puddintown Road to Hastings Road.

Mr. Hampton reminded members to visit the FHWA’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) website to keep up
to date on the BIL discretionary grant funding programs and the accompanying notice of funding
opportunities (NOFOs).
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14. Announcements

The next Technical Committee meeting is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, June 12, 2024 using hybrid
meeting technology at the COG building. The next Coordinating Committee meeting is scheduled for

6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 25, 2024 using hybrid meeting technology at the COG building. Mr. Bernier
directed members’ attention to Announcement number five, which lists the municipalities in Centre County
that were awarded DCED Commonwealth Financing Authority multimodal funds for various projects.

Mr. Saylor communicated that the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) published a final rule in
December 2023 establishing a Greenhouse (GHG) Performance Measure which applied to State DOTs and
MPOs. MPOs were required to establish targets no later than 180 days after the State DOT established their
targets. With the February 1, 2024 PennDOT submittal, Pennsylvania MPOs and RPOs were expected to set
their own targets no later than July 30, 2024. However, on March 27, 2024, a federal court ruled in a case
brought by the State of Texas that FHWA is not authorized to regulate GHG emissions via the December
2023 rulemaking. As a result, PennDOT received guidance from FHWA that states: “Consistent with the
Court’s decision, States and MPOs are not required to submit initial targets and reports at this time.” Staff will
provide more information to the MPO committees as guidance is received from both federal and state
partners. Lastly, Mr. Saylor reported that staff have received letters from Bellefonte Borough, and the
Townships of Spring, Benner, and Marion supporting a study and/or project to address congestion issues
along the Benner Pike Corridor (SR 150); these letters are included in the agenda packet.

16. Adjourn

There being no further business, the April 25, 2024 CCMPO Coordinating Committee meeting was adjourned
at7:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Marcella Hoffman
Recording Secretary



