CHAPTER 11: REGIONAL AGENCY/AUTHORITY FACT SHEETS

The Centre Region is home to numerous agencies, authorities, and organizations. For new Planning Commission
members, understanding the role that each of these agencies play in the community is important. This section
provides a brief outline of several agencies, authorities, and organizations that may be involved in planning
related activities or provide public services that should be considered during the planning process.

Centre Region Council of Governments (COG)

Location:
Contact:
Website:

About:

2643 Gateway Drive, State College, Pennsylvania

(814)-237-3077

www.crcog.net

Officially formed in 1969, the Centre Region Council of Governments, often referred to as the
Centre Region COG or COG, is a voluntary intergovernmental cooperative organization which was
created to address regional issues and provide cost effective and high quality public services.
College, Ferguson, Halfmoon, Harris, and Patton Townships, along with the Borough of State
College, are all members of the Centre Region COG.

The Centre Region COG is governed by the General Forum, which is comprised of 32 elected
officials from the six Centre Region municipalities, and one non-voting member from the
Pennsylvania State University. The General Forum is responsible for considering and carrying out
the programs and functions agreed to by the participating municipalities. The COG is further
organized into subcommittees that address specific regional issues to allow for further
communication and regional cooperation.

The Centre Region COG provides the following services/programs:

e Centre Region Code Agency (CRCA) — The CRCA is responsible for the review, permit issuance

and inspection of building construction, rental housing and commercial fire safety in the
Centre Region, through the enforcement of the locally adopted and state mandated codes.
The CRCA also administers the Centre Region’s on-lot sewage management program.

e Office of Emergency Management — Pennsylvania Title 35 requires municipalities to adopt an

emergency operations plan, designate an emergency operations center, and recommend the
appointment of an emergency management coordinator. Since 1990, on behalf of its six
member municipalities, the Centre Region Council of Governments (COG) has operated a
regional emergency management program. Coordinating their efforts with the Pennsylvania
State University, Centre County Office of Emergency Services and the Pennsylvania Emergency
Management Agency, the municipalities adopted a single emergency operations plan,
designated a shared emergency operations center, and recommended the appointment of an
Emergency Management Coordinator.
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e Centre Region Parks and Recreation (CRPR) — The CRPR provide comprehensive parks and

recreation services to five participating Centre Region municipalities (Halfmoon Township is
not a member), including park operations, programs, aquatics, the Nature Center, and the
Senior Center. Agency operates and maintains over 900 acres of parkland in the Centre
Region.

e Schlow Centre Region Library — The Schlow Centre Region Library is the public library that

serves the State College Borough and College, Ferguson, Halfmoon, Harris, and Patton
Townships.

e Refuse and Recycling Program — College, Ferguson, Harris, Patton, and Benner Townships

utilize the COG’s refuse and recycling program to provide trash collection and recycling
services to their residents.

e Regional Fire Protection — The Alpha Fire Company, which serves the Borough of State College,

the Pennsylvania State University, and College, Ferguson, and Patton Townships is COG funded
and administered. Although the Alpha Fire Company relies heavily on volunteers, COG funding
helps provide staffing, equipment, vehicles, and stations.

e Centre Regional Planning Agency — The Centre Regional Planning Agency provides a broad

range of regional and local planning services to the Centre Region municipalities. This agency
is described in greater detail under its own fact sheet.

e Centre County Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPQO) — The CCMPO coordinates long-

range transportation planning and the programming of funds for surface transportation
projects. The Centre Regional Planning Agency (CRPA) is the lead organization for providing
staff support to the CCMPO. This organization is described in greater detail under its own fact
sheet.

Aside from interaction with Centre Regional Planning Agency staff and Centre Regional Planning
Commission members, Planning Commissioners may wish to keep informed of issues being addressed by
the Centre Region COG, particularly those that may impact land use planning within the Centre Region
municipalities.
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Centre Area Transportation Authority (CATA)

Location:
Contact:
Website:

About:

108 East Beaver Avenue, State College, Pennsylvania (customer service center)
(814) 238- 2282

www.catabus.com

CATAis a is a joint municipal authority that provides public transportation services to the six
Centre Region municipalities, Bellefonte Borough, Spring Township and Benner Township. CATA
offers three types of public transportation services throughout the Region, including fixed-route
bus service, demand responsive services, and special services. CATA also provides a fleet of vans
that are used for carpooling and ride shares.

CATA is governed by a five member Board of Directors. The Board is comprised of one appointed
member from College, Ferguson, Harris, and Patton Townships and the Borough of State College.

CATA staff may provide comments on subdivision and land development plans specifically as
those plans relate to the provision of public transit services. New development may propose
CATA facilities, such as a bus shelter or stop.

&) CATA

College Township Water Authority (CTWA)

Location:
Contact:
Website:

About:

1481 East College Avenue, State College, Pennsylvania
(814) 231-3021
www.collegetownship.govoffice.com

The CTWA provides public water to approximately 2,700 customers and produces approximately
one million gallons of water per day. The CTWA serves the majority of College Township and the
village of Lemont. The CTWA also serves limited areas outside of College Township. The CTWA
may be identified as a public water provider on subdivision and land development plans
depending upon the location of the development proposal.

COLLEGE

TOWNSHIP
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The Chamber of Business & Industry of Centre County (CBICC)

Location:
Contact:
Website:

About:

200 Innovation Blvd., Suite 150, State College, Pennsylvania
(814) 234-1829
www.cbicc.org

The Chamber of Business and Industry of Centre County (CBICC) is an organization comprised of
businesses, nonprofit organizations, and academic institutions. As stated on the CBICC website,
“The CBICC is organized to promote the well-being and growth of commerce, business and
industry, while striving to make Centre County and its environs a great place to live, work and
conduct business. As a leading advocate for the county's business community, the CBICC is
instrumental in shaping policy and working collaboratively with local, county and state partners to
bolster private industry.” The CBICC's legal entity for economic development and business
financing in Centre County, known as the Centre County Industrial Development Corporation
(CCIDC), receives and administers grant and loan funding from various federal and state agencies
in order to support economic development activity in the region.

The CBICC is often involved in economic development related activities. While Planning
Commissions typically have very limited involvement in economic development initiatives,
requests for land development approvals or ordinance amendments before the Planning
Commission are often related to permitting new businesses to locate within the Region.

—————

CBl
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The University Area Joint Authority (UAJA)

Location:
Contact:
Website:

About:

1576 Spring Valley Road, State College, Pennsylvania
(814) 238-5361

WWW.uaja.com

All properties located within the Centre Region’s Regional Growth Boundary and Sewer Service
Area are eligible to utilize the public sewer system operated and maintained by UAJA. UAJA’s
Spring Creek Pollution Control Facility is located in College Township and treats approximately 4.8
million gallons of wastewater per day. UAJA utilizes conventional wastewater treatment methods
as well as a beneficial reuse treatment system.

Due to discharge limits for wastewater treated by conventional methods, UAJA installed a
beneficial reuse treatment system that became operational in 2005. Using the beneficial reuse
system, wastewater is treated to high-purity standards and can be routed to customers or
environmental projects. Planned environmental projects include the Kissinger Meadow
Wetlands, which is located in College Township along East Branch Road and can accommodate 3
million gallons per day of beneficial reuse water. High purity water is also available to commercial,
industrial, and institutional customers for a variety of uses. Customers include the Centre Hills
Country Club, Red Line Speed Shine Car Wash, College Township, Best Western, and Cintas.

UAJA works closely with planning commissions and elected officials to plan for wastewater
infrastructure needs for the Centre Region. This planning is typically done on a period or as
needed basis and will typically involve amendments to the Centre Region Act 537 Plan. Planning
commissions may also be asked to provide advisory comments to the governing body whenever a
request is made to expand the Regional Growth Boundary and Sewer Service Area through the
Development of Regional Impacts process.

UNIVERSITY AREA JOINT AUTHORITY
< &
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The State College Borough Water Authority (SCBWA)

Location: 1201 West Branch Road, State College, Pennsylvania

Contact: (814) 238-6766

Website: www.scbwa.org

About: The State College Borough Water Authority (SCBWA) has the largest customer base and is the

highest capacity public water service being used in the Centre Region. The SCBWA serves
approximately 70,000 customers and has a daily usage of approximately 5.5 million gallons.
Water is provided by seven well fields that are maintained by the authority, along with a reservoir
in Shingletown Gap. The authority operates a 6 million gallon per day water treatment facility.
The SCBWA may be identified as a public water provider on subdivision and land development
plans depending upon the location of the development proposal.
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Centre Regional Planning Agency (CRPA)

Location:
Contact:
Website:

About:

2643 Gateway Drive, Suite #4, State College, Pennsylvania
(814) 231-3050

www.crcog.net/planning

Coordinated long range and local planning in the Centre Region started in 1960, with the
establishment of the Centre Regional Planning Commission (CRPC). The CRPC is a regional
advisory body comprised of a representative from each municipal Planning Commission as well as
a representative from the Pennsylvania State University.

The Centre Regional Planning Agency (CRPA) provides regional planning services to all Centre
Region municipalities, local planning services to participating municipalities, and staff support to
the Centre Regional Planning Commission. The CRPA also provides staffing for the Centre County
Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPO), which is responsible for coordinating
comprehensive long range transportation planning in Centre County. Regional planning services
include the preparation and maintenance of the Centre Region Comprehensive Plan as well as
studies and planning activities related to sewer, water, land use, open space, recreation,
demographics, environmental, community facilities, and transportation issues.

Local planning services include staff support to individual municipalities to address local planning
issues including the review of subdivision and land development plans, preparation of ordinances
and regulations, special studies related to specific municipal issues or areas, and staff support to
municipal planning commissions.

CRPA

Centre Regional
Planning Agency
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Centre County Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPO)

Location:
Contact:
Website:

About:

2643 Gateway Drive, Suite #4, State College, Pennsylvania
(814) 231-3050

www.crcog.net/planning

Federal law requires local and state officials to maintain a cooperative, continuous, and
comprehensive transportation planning program in all urbanized areas of the United States with a
population of over 50,000 persons. In Centre County, this requirement is met by the Centre
County Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPO), which coordinates long-range
transportation planning and the programming of funds for surface transportation projects. It is
responsible for coordinating transportation planning efforts with all 35 municipalities within
Centre County. The Centre Regional Planning Agency (CRPA) is the lead organization for providing
staff support to the CCMPO, working cooperatively with the Centre County Planning and
Community Development Office (CCPCDO), the Centre Area Transportation Authority (CATA), the
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) Engineering District 2-0 Office in
Clearfield, and the PennDOT Central Office in Harrisburg.

The CCMPO evaluates transportation alternatives, maintains the Centre County Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP), develops a Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), and develops
a Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP). The MPO provides transportation planning that
includes but it not limited to automobile transportation, bicycle and pedestrian networks, and
public transit. CCMPO staff are often consulted when development plans will create
transportation impacts or require the installation of new transportation infrastructure. CCMPO
staff will also typically solicit input from municipal planning commissions on regional or county
initiatives that affect transportation infrastructure and land uses.

»MPO
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