
Frequently Asked Questions 

Q. Is everyone in the Centre Region required
to have their septic tank pumped out or
inspected?

A. YES.  The municipal regulations apply to all
on-lot septic tanks in the Centre Region, unless
you have an alternate system as described in
this brochure.

Q. Is everyone receiving a pumping and/or
inspection notice at the same time?

A. NO.  In order to balance the anticipated work
load on septic haulers and inspectors,
approximately one-third of property owners with
on-lot septic systems will be notified each year.

Q. Should I wait to receive a notice before
having my septic tank pumped out or
inspected?

A. You can have your septic tank pumped at
any time over the three year period or wait until
you receive the pumping notice.  However, in
order to balance the anticipated work load on
inspectors, inspections will only be conducted as
scheduled by the Centre Region Code
Administration (CRCA).

Q. If my septic system has been pumped in
the last year, am I still required to participate
in the Sewage Management Program?

A. Yes.  Documentation of the pumping must be
provided to CRCA and the system will be placed
on a three year pumping cycle based on the
date of your last pumping.

Q. Who do I contact to have my septic
system inspected?

A. Inspections of septic systems will be
conducted by the Centre Region Code
Administration (CRCA) on a predetermined
basis.  Please call 814-231-3056 for more
information.

   PUMP      

   It Out! 

  When was the last time you had 

your septic system pumped? 

Can’t recall? 

Then it’s been too long! 
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Program Information 

In 2007, the Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection approved a new 

sewage facilities plan for the Centre Region.  This 

plan includes specific requirements for on-lot 

septic systems located in the Centre Region.  

Septic systems are now required to be pumped 

every three years and inspections are required 

every six years. 

A new On-Lot Sewage Management 

Program has been established to help property 

owners meet the requirements of the new sewage 

facilities plan.  The Centre Region Code 

Administration (CRCA) has been appointed as 

the agent for the municipalities to operate this 

program. 

CRCA is responsible for the following: 

 Track all on-lot systems in the Centre
Region.

 Schedule all tanks to be pumped on a
three year cycle.

 Schedule full tank inspections during the
first six years.

 Schedule walk-over inspections every six
years.

 Mail pumping/inspection notifications and
invoices to property owners.

 Coordinate pumping dates to allow for
inspections as needed.

 Collect and file all pumping receipts.

 Prepare an annual report and submit to
DEP.

With the help of the Centre Regional Planning 

Agency (CRPA), the pumping and inspection 

cycle for all on-lot septic systems will be 

determined using an aerial map of the 

municipalities.  Only one geographical area at a 

time will be scheduled in the first cycle of 

pumping and/or inspections.  Once the 

geographical area has been established,  

property owners will begin receiving pumping and 

inspection notices as early as April 2008. 

  A few alternative sewage disposal systems, 

such as, spray irrigation systems, drip irrigation 

systems, or small flow systems are not required 

to be pumped out every three years because they 

routinely require more frequent maintenance.  If 

you have one of these systems, you may submit 

the required information to CRCA to request 

removal from the program.  

Pumping 

Pumping of on-lot septic systems is 

required every three years.  Pumping notices will 

be mailed in April of each year.  Property owners 

will be provided with a specific deadline to have 

their systems pumped.  Property owners will need 

to schedule their on-lot septic pumping with a 

private, DEP licensed pumper.  Pumpers may 

charge you for locating the tank and uncovering 

the septic tank lid(s).  Property owners are 

required to submit a copy of the pumping receipt 

or canceled check to the CRCA office to show 

proof of pumping.   

Full Tank Inspections 

Full tank inspections (removal of manhole 

cover) will be done during the first six years of the 

program.  Once the septic system is established 

in the sewage management program, a full tank 

inspection is not required again unless problems 

with the system arise.  A walk-over inspection 

would be conducted every six years thereafter.  

Inspection notices will be sent out with pumping 

notices in April of each year.  Property owners will 

be provided with a specific deadline to have their 

systems pumped and inspected.  Property 

owners will need to contact CRCA to schedule 

the inspection.  A fee is associated with this 

inspection.   Inspections cannot be scheduled 

until the fees are paid.  Payment of the fee grants 

permission to CRCA to access your property. 

Walk-Over Inspections 

Walk-over inspections (of drainage beds) 

will be scheduled every six years based on an 

inspection cycle set up with the Centre Region 

Code Administration.  These inspections will be 

conducted to ensure systems are functioning 

correctly.   A fee is associated with this 

inspection.  

Fee Schedule 

Full Tank Inspection      $50.00 

Administrative Fee      $25.00 

Total Cost      $75.00 

Walk-Over Inspection      $25.00 

Administrative Fee      $10.00 

Total Cost      $35.00 

Fees have been established to cover the 

inspector’s time, equipment needed to perform 

inspections, and administrative fees.   

Fees do not include:  pumping or location 

of tanks, these costs will be the responsibility of 

the property owners.   

Contact Information: 

CENTRE REGION CODE ADMINISTRATION 

2643 Gateway Drive, Suite #2 

State College, PA 16801 

814-231-3056

814-231-3088 FAX

www.centreregioncode.org 

Mike Rupert, Senior Residential Inspector 

Kathy Woods, Billing Specialist 

http://www.centreregioncode.org/

